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1 What is Safeguarding? 
Safeguarding means creating a safe and welcoming environment, where everyone is respected 

and valued. Peak and Northern Footpaths Society (“The Society” or “we”) are committed to 

safeguarding. This commitment is fulfilled by ensuring that our charity is run in a way that 

actively prevents harm, harassment, bullying, abuse and neglect. This policy ensures that the 

Society is ready to respond swiftly and appropriately whenever safeguarding concerns are raised 

or uncovered. Everyone in the Society has a role to play in safeguarding. 

For the purposes of this policy, a child is anyone under the age of 18. A vulnerable adult is 

someone of 18 years or older who is unable to care independently for themselves. This might 

include people who:  

1) have a physical disability, illness, or injury, or have become severely frail through old age 

2) have a mental health illness (including dementia), or have learning difficulties 

3) need community care 

4) are unable to protect themselves from harm, for example through experiencing domestic 

violence or substance addiction 

2 Our Duty 
The Society is a volunteer-led charity which has a duty to safeguard all volunteers from harm, 

neglect, abuse, or the risk of such arising. While this policy focusses primarily on the Society’s 

duty to children and vulnerable adults, the principles are widely applicable to all volunteers and 

others who come into contact with the Society or our work.  

The Society is committed to inclusion. We treat all individuals with dignity and respect, and do 

not discriminate on basis of age, disability, ethnicity, sex or gender, sexual orientation, religion or 

belief system, marital or parental status, or any other characteristic that may be protected by 

law.  

3 Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to outline roles, responsibilities, and commitments of volunteers 

and trustees in relation to the safeguarding of children or vulnerable adults. The policy further 

demonstrates our commitment to the safeguarding of all volunteers. This policy ensures that 

trustees and volunteers are aware of: 
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1) The legislation, policy, and procedures for safeguarding children, vulnerable adults, and 

other volunteers.  

2) Their roles and responsibilities for safeguarding children, vulnerable adults, and other 

volunteers. 

3) How to report and act on concerns relating to the welfare, wellbeing, or safety of any child, 

vulnerable adult, or other volunteer.   

4 Scope 
This safeguarding policy and associated procedures apply to all individuals involved in the work 

of the Society including, but not limited to, Trustees, Volunteers, and Members. It relates to any 

and to all concerns about the safety, welfare, or wellbeing of children, vulnerable adults, and 

other volunteers, whilst participating in the activities of the Society or on its premises. 

5 Commitments 

In order to implement this policy, the Society will ensure that:  

1) Trustees, volunteers, and other relevant parties are aware of this policy and the associated 

safeguarding procedures and know how to report and respond to a concern relating to the 

safety, welfare, or wellbeing of a child, vulnerable adult, or other volunteer. 

2) All reported concerns are properly investigated and responded to in accordance with this 

policy and its associated procedures.   

3) The well-being of those at risk of harm will take the highest priority. While taking all 

reasonable steps to respect the wishes of individuals involved in any report, the Society will 

at all times act in accordance with the duties set out in this policy and all applicable laws.  

4) Any actions taken will respect the rights and dignity of all those involved and be 

proportionate to the risk of harm. 

5) Confidential, detailed, and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns are maintained and 

securely stored in line with our Data Protection Policy and Procedures. 

6) The Society will cooperate with the Police and the relevant Local Authorities in acting to 

safeguard a child, vulnerable adult, or other volunteer.  

7) All Trustees, Members, and volunteers understand their roles and responsibilities for 

safeguarding volunteers and have completed and are up to date with safeguarding volunteer 

training appropriate for their role.  

8) The Society shares information about anyone found to be a risk to volunteers with the 

appropriate bodies. For example: Disclosure and Barring Service, Police, Local Authorities, 

Social Services. 

9) When planning activities and events the Society includes an assessment of, and risk to, the 

safety of all volunteers from abuse and neglect. 

10) Actions taken under this policy are reviewed by the trustees annually.  

11) This policy, related policies (see below) and the Safeguarding Volunteers Procedures are 

reviewed no less than annually, or whenever there are changes in relevant legislation and/or 

government guidance as required by the Local Safeguarding Board, or as a result of any 

other significant change or event, whichever is the soonest. 
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6 Implementation 
The Society is committed to developing and maintaining its capability to implement this policy 

and procedures. In order to do so the following will be in place: 

1) A clear line of accountability within the organisation for the safety and welfare of all 

volunteers. 

2) Access to relevant legal and professional advice.  

3) A regular review (at least annually) to the Trustees of any safeguarding reports received and 

actions taken under this Policy and associated Procedures.  

4) Safeguarding volunteer procedures that deal effectively with any concerns of abuse or 

neglect, including those caused through poor practice. 

5) Collaboration with other relevant organisations, as determined necessary by the Trustees, to 

safeguard and promote the welfare of volunteers, including arrangements for sharing 

information. 

6) Codes of conduct for trustee Board members, Volunteers, and Members and other relevant 

individuals that specify zero tolerance of abuse in any form. 

7) Risk assessments for all activities that specifically include safeguarding of volunteers. 

8) Policies and procedures that address the following areas and which are consistent with this 

Safeguarding Volunteers policy. 

a) Social Media protocol 

b) Risk assessments 

c) Codes of Conduct and a process for breach of these (such as the Good Practice in 

Communication) 

d) Complaints Procedure 

e) Walks Safety 

7 Responsibilities of Trustees 
The Trustees of the Society are ultimately accountable for the safeguarding of volunteers, 

members, and others with whom the Society has contact. Trustees are responsible to ensure this 

Policy and related Procedures remain relevant and fit for purpose and to ensure the 

implementation of the same.  

Trustees promote a culture of inclusion and ensure that all involved in the Society feel able to 

report concerns and confident that they will be heard and receive appropriate response.  

Trustees are committed to manage all confidential information safely, following its Data 

Protection Policy. 

Trustees ensure that all members are aware of our safeguarding principles and the procedure to 

make reports. This is achieved through regular inclusion in the Society’s meetings and 

periodicals, and publication of this Policy on the Society’s website. 
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8 Safeguarding Volunteers Procedures 

8.1 Reporting of concerns 
Any person having concerns about the welfare of a member, volunteer, or other person in 

contact with the Society through our work, should report those concerns immediately to the 

Trustee responsible for safeguarding (or any other Trustee where the individual feels this is 

necessary).  

Where there is a threat of immediate harm, the individual should first make a report to the 

Police or other relevant authority. This should then be reported to the Trustee responsible for 

Safeguarding as soon as practicable.  

Failure to report a concern where it involves the work of the Society, or takes place on any 

property owned or leased by the Society, will be considered a breach of our Code of Conduct. 

The Society reserves the right to take any action deemed necessary by the Trustees or an 

independent panel appointed by them against individuals who breach the Code of Conduct.    

While the Society will treat all reports confidentially and in compliance with our Privacy Policy, we 

make no guarantee of secrecy and will report relevant concerns to other bodies as required by 

law.  

8.2 Responding to reports 
In the event that concerns are raised about the safety or well-being of any individual or group 

arising out of the work of the Society or taking place on its premises, the Trustees will ensure the 

following actions are undertaken: 

1) Immediate action will be taken to protect the safety of the individual concerned. Where the 

report involves a member of the Society, that member shall be suspended until the report is 

closed in accordance with the steps below. 

2) The Trustee responsible for Safeguarding will assess the concerns raised, or in the event of 

that Trustee being involved in the case, an independent trustee 

3) Based on this assessment, the Trustees may determine to take the following actions: 

a) Close the matter and provide a detailed response to the reporting individual outlining 

the reasons why the matter is closed.  

b) Appoint a committee of Trustees to investigate the report further, taking professional 

and legal advice as determined necessary to advise the committee.  

c) Appoint an independent body to investigate the report and recommend actions.  

4) Where the report involves a Trustee, then only option c) of point 3) above shall be used.  

5) Professional advice (and if necessary legal advice) will be sought to advise the trustee 

appointed to investigate the case. 

6) Any investigation conducted by a committee appointed in accordance with 3)b) above shall 

follow the best practices and guidelines provided by the government, NCVO, and other 

relevant organisations.  

7) Following the investigation, a confidential report will be prepared for the Trustees and 

presented to them during a Managing Committee meeting. The committee or independent 
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body preparing the report may attend to make oral presentations but may not be present 

when the report is discussed and actions made.  

8) All actions determined by the Managing Committee shall be considered final, and the report 

closed. A detailed and confidential response will be provided to the reporting individual 

outlining the actions taken.  

8.3 Working with children and vulnerable adults 
Membership of the Society is open to all adults. On occasion the Society may agree to work with 

young persons from other organisations who are committed to our aims (for example the Duke 

of Edinburgh Award Scheme). 

Though vulnerable adults and children are permitted to participate with the Society, the Society 

does not provide specialist care or supervision. Children and adults unable to meet their own 

needs must be supervised or accompanied by a parent or support worker (such as a supervisor 

from a sponsoring organisation) at all times. Trustees, or others appointed by them to supervise 

the work of the Society, may at any time refuse the participation of any individual if these 

conditions cannot be met.  

All members and volunteers of the Society agree to abide by the following principles when 

working with children or vulnerable adults:  

1) ALWAYS ensure that a signed consent form has been received before undertaking activities 

with a child or vulnerable adult 

2) ALWAYS act with dignity and respect toward others 

3) ALWAYS respect an individual’s right to personal privacy 

4) ALWAYS create an inclusive and welcoming environment for all 

5) ALWAYS ensure that a risk assessment of any activity is completed, including specific actions 

to maintain the well-being of participants 

6) ALWAYS report concerns or allegations of inappropriate behaviour immediately  

7) NEVER be alone with a child or vulnerable adult 

8) NEVER supervise the work of the Society under the influence of alcohol or other substances 

9) NEVER engage in horseplay or inappropriate physical contact 

10) NEVER use, or allow to be used, bullying, intimidating, or otherwise inappropriate language 

The Society undertakes to evaluate all volunteers for suitability of their positions. This includes 

reviewing the work and volunteering history of potential volunteers. Where the Trustees believe 

it appropriate, they may seek references from employers or organisations with whom the 

potential volunteer has been affiliated.  

Trustees, and any volunteers who act in a supervisory position (for example, the Volunteer 

Coordinator, or other the Trustees determine) should supply the Society with a basic DBS 

certificate, to be renewed annually. The Society will securely maintain a record of certificate 

numbers in accordance with its Privacy Policy.  

Trustees and volunteers in supervisory roles will also complete safeguarding training as 

determined by the Trustees as soon as practicable after their appointment. This training should 

be renewed at least every three years.  
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 – External resources1 
10 Safeguarding Actions for Trustees 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/

file/756636/10_safeguarding_actions_for_charity_trustees_infographic.pdf 

NCVO Steps to a Safer Organisation 

https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding/steps-to-a-safer-organisation 

Safeguarding and Protecting People for Charities and Trustees 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-duties-for-charity-trustees 

                                                        

1 Though every effort is taken to ensure the accuracy of these links, the Society is not responsible 

for external content and provides no guarantee of the availability of any listed resource.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756636/10_safeguarding_actions_for_charity_trustees_infographic.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756636/10_safeguarding_actions_for_charity_trustees_infographic.pdf
https://knowhow.ncvo.org.uk/safeguarding/steps-to-a-safer-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-duties-for-charity-trustees
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Appendix 2 – Local Safeguarding Boards in PNFS operation area 
While every effort is undertaken to ensure the accuracy of the below links, no guarantee is made. 

If you find any errors in the information below, please report it to the Trustees of the Society. Up 

to date contact information for all local authority safeguarding teams can be found via the NHS 

Safeguarding App (https://www.england.nhs.uk/safeguarding/nhs-england-safeguarding-app/). 

Please note that most telephone numbers below are staffed only during office hours. For urgent 

safeguarding concern, contact the police on 101 (non-emergency) or 999. 

LOCAL AUTHORITY SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN SAFEGUARDING ADULTS 

BARNSLEY COUNCIL W: link 

T: 01226 772423 

W: link 

T: 01226 773300 

BLACKBURN WITH 

DARWEN COUNCIL1 

W: link 

T: 01253 477299 

W: link 

T: 01254 585 949 

BLACKPOOL 

COUNCIL1 

W: link 

T: 01253 477299 

W: link 

T: 01253 477592 

BOLTON COUNCIL W: link 

T: 01204 331500 

W: link 

T: 01204 337000 

CITY OF BRADFORD 

MDC 

W: link 

T: 01274 434361 

W: link 

T: 01274 431077 

BURY COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0161 253 5678 

W: link 

T: 0161 253 5151 

CALDERDALE 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 01422 393336 

W: link 

T: 01422 393000 

CHESHIRE EAST 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0300 123 5012 

W: link 

T: 01625 374753 

CHESHIRE WEST & 

CHESTER COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0300 123 7047 

W: link 

T: 0300 123 7034 

DERBY CITY 

COUNCIL2 

W: link 

T: 01332 641172 

W: link 

T: 01332 642855 

DERBYSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL2 

W: link 

T: 01629 533190 

W: link 

T: 01629 533190 

DONCASTER 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 01302 737777 

W: link 

T: 01302 736296 

HALTON BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0151 907 8305 

W: link 

T: 0151 907 8306 

KIRKLEES COUNCIL W: link 

T: 01484 456848 

W: link 

T: 01484 414933 

KNOWSLEY 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0151 443 2600 

W: link 

T: 0151 443 2600 

LANCASHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL1 

W: link 

T: 01253 477299 

W: link 

T: 0300 123 6720 

                                                        

1 Blackpool, Blackburn with Darwen, and Lancashire councils work together in a safeguarding 

children partnership.  
2 Derby City and Derbyshire councils work together in a safeguarding children partnership. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/safeguarding/nhs-england-safeguarding-app/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/safeguarding-families-in-barnsley/safeguarding-children-in-barnsley/barnsley-safeguarding-children-partnership/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/safeguarding-families-in-barnsley/safeguarding-adults-in-barnsley/
https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/
http://www.lsab.org.uk/
https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/
https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/
https://www.boltonsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/homepage/131/bolton-safeguarding-adults-board
https://www.saferbradford.co.uk/children/
https://www.saferbradford.co.uk/adults/
https://burysafeguardingpartnership.bury.gov.uk/
https://burysafeguardingpartnership.bury.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=14743
https://safeguarding.calderdale.gov.uk/
https://safeguarding.calderdale.gov.uk/
https://livewellservices.cheshireeast.gov.uk/Services/429#:~:text=The%20Cheshire%20East%20Safeguarding%20Children%27s%20Partnership%20%28CESCP%29%20includes,does%20not%20deal%20with%20day-to-day%20service%20delivery%20issues.
http://www.stopadultabuse.org.uk/home.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestscp.co.uk/
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/health-and-social-care/adult-social-care/lsab/local-safeguarding-adults-board.aspx
https://www.ddscp.org.uk/
https://www.derbysab.org.uk/
https://www.ddscp.org.uk/
https://www.derbyshiresab.org.uk/home.aspx
https://dscp.org.uk/
https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/adult-social-care/doncaster-safeguarding-adults-board-dsab
https://hcypsp.haltonsafeguarding.co.uk/
https://adult.haltonsafeguarding.co.uk/
https://www.kirkleessafeguardingchildren.co.uk/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/adult-social-care-providers/kirklees-safeguarding-adults-board.aspx
https://www.knowsleyscp.org.uk/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/care/safeguarding-adults
https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/
https://www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/lancashire-safeguarding-adults.aspx
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LOCAL AUTHORITY SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN SAFEGUARDING ADULTS 

LEEDS CITY COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0113 376 0336 

W: link 

T: 0113 222 4401 

LIVERPOOL CITY 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0151 233 3700 

W: link 

T: 0151 233 3800 

MANCHESTER CITY 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0161 234 5001 

W: link 

T: 0161 234 5001 

OLDHAM COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0161 770 7777 

W: link 

T: 0161 770 7777 

ROCHDALE MBC W: link 

T: 0300 303 0440 

W: link 

T: 0300 303 8886 

ROTHERHAM MBC W: link 

T: 01709 336080 

W: link 

T: 01709 822330 

SALFORD CITY 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0161 603 4500 

W: link 

T: 0161 631 4777 

SEFTON COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0345 140 0845 

W: link 

T: 0345 140 0845 

SHEFFIELD CITY 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0114 273 4934 

W: link 

T: 0114 273 4908 

ST HELENS COUNCIL W: link 

T: 01744 676767 

W: link 

T: 01744 676767 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL3 

W: link 

T: 0800 131 3126 

W: link 

T: 0345 604 2719 

STOCKPORT 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 0161 217 6028 

W: link 

T: 0161 217 6029 

CITY OF STOKE-ON-

TRENT3 

W: link 

T: 01782 235100 

W: link 

T: 0800 561 0015 

TAMESIDE MBC W: link 

T: 0161 342 4101 

W: link 

T: 0161 922 4888 

TRAFFORD COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0161 912 5125 

W: link 

T: 0161 912 5135   

WAKEFIELD 

COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 03458 503503 

W: link 

T: 01924 303455 

WARRINGTON 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 

W: link 

T: 01925 443322 

W: link 

T: 01925 443322 

WIGAN COUNCIL W: link 

T: 01942 828300 

W: link 

T: 01942 828777 

WIRRAL COUNCIL W: link 

T: 0151 606 2008 

W: link 

T: 0151 514 2222 

 

                                                        

3 Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent councils work together in a safeguarding adults partnership.  

https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Home
https://leedssafeguardingadults.org.uk/
https://liverpoolscp.org.uk/scp
https://liverpool.gov.uk/adult-social-care/keeping-adults-safe/safeguarding-adults-board/
https://www.manchestersafeguardingpartnership.co.uk/
https://www.manchestersafeguardingpartnership.co.uk/
https://www.olscb.org/
https://www.osab.org.uk/
https://www.rbscp.org/
https://www.rbsab.org/
http://www.rscp.org.uk/
http://www.rsab.org.uk/
https://safeguardingchildren.salford.gov.uk/
https://safeguardingadults.salford.gov.uk/
https://www.seftondirectory.com/kb5/sefton/directory/advice.page?id=7hM52gKtFPE
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/safeguardingadults
https://www.safeguardingsheffieldchildren.org/sscb
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/social-care/adult-safeguarding
https://sthelenssafeguarding.org.uk/scp
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/social-care-health/adults/safeguarding-adults/safeguarding-adults-board/
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/
https://www.ssaspb.org.uk/Home.aspx
http://www.safeguardingchildreninstockport.org.uk/
http://www.safeguardingadultsinstockport.org.uk/
https://www.stoke.gov.uk/safeguarding
https://www.ssaspb.org.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.tamesidesafeguardingchildren.org.uk/
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/socialcare/adultabuse/tasp
https://www.traffordsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.traffordsafeguardingpartnership.org.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.wakefieldscp.org.uk/
https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/health-care-and-advice/adults-and-older-people-services/safeguarding/safeguarding?
https://www.warrington.gov.uk/warrington-safeguarding-partnership
https://www.warrington.gov.uk/warrington-safeguarding-adults-board-wsab
https://www.wiganlscb.com/home.aspx
https://www.wigansafeguardingadults.org/index.aspx
https://www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/
https://wirralsapb.co.uk/

