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PNFS Request for Help
Would you like to help promote the Society in your area? 
Would you be able to put an A4 size poster in your local 
library or leave a few leaflets in your favourite café or local 
train station? If so, we would love to hear from you. We are 
looking to promote the Society across our region to raise
our profile, increase membership and advertise the good 
work we do.
If you can help, then please contact Jenny Allen (Trustee) 
via email ja1pnfs@gmail.com. 

One of the casualties of Storm
Frank, which swept across the North
of England on Boxing Day 2015, 
was Dinckley footbridge.  This was a
suspension bridge constructed by the 
Lancashire County Council in 1951 but 
was damaged beyond repair by severe 
flooding of the River Ribble.  I visited 
it a few days after the storm and found 
its cables, planking and rail to be quite 
twisted.  As an indication of how the 
Ribble had risen there was much
vegetation wrapped round the bridge.
  There are two public footpaths 
leading to the bridge, from Hurst Green 
and Dinckley, but it is not a PROW, 
presumably because it is owned by the 
LCC.  The new one was opened in April 
2019 at a cost of £1.5 million which 
was provided by the Department
of Transport.  As well as being of rigid 
construction and higher than the old 
one, it has a long ramp at each end for 
wheelchair or mobility scooter users. 
Whilst many walkers may have
preferred the more graceful original 
bridge as painted by my late father, 
some may not miss its swaying motion.
Shirley M Addy, Editor and Footpath 
Inspector

Dinckley Bridge
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I have recently taken over inspecting rights of way in
Longdendale in the borough of Tameside. 
This turned out to be quite a contrast to Tintwistle in
Derbyshire that I also inspect.  To be fair, Tintwistle only
has 23 paths, mainly moorland with few stiles and gates and a section
of the Pennine Way that is well maintained.  
   Longdendale, although in Tameside, is a fairly scenic area
covering Hollingworth, Mottam, and parts of Broadbottom, 95 paths 
in all.  I found over half the paths have some faults ranging from no 
signs from the highway to a washed-away footbridge.  This was the 
main problem in the parish.  It appears there had been no bridge 
on FP4 in Swallow wood for over two years, and reported by the 
previous inspector Pat Thomas a number of times. The next major
problem was a new fence across FP89 topped with an electric
stock wire cable, again reported by Pat Thomas until she almost 
gave up with pushing Tameside for some action.  Another major 
problem was FP100 blocked at both ends with a padlocked gate at 
one end and a notice “private land do not enter” at the other end.
          After a lot of effort from Jenny Allen, one of our Courts & Inquiries
Officers, we have had some success with Tameside Council.  The 
washed-away footbridge on FP4 has been replaced - but not before a 
letter ‘before action’ to issue a Section 56 notice was sent to Tameside. 
FP89 that was blocked with a fence and electric stock cable noe 
has a new stile. We had to issue a Sec 130a notice eventually before 
Tameside would take any action.  The path had been blocked for 
over a year.  It is a shame that a gate was not installed.  The lame
excuse from Tameside was, due to having to meet the Sec 130a notice 
deadline, they didn’t have the time to have a gate made.  However 
they had over a year to take action but then left it to the last minute.
    Numerous stile problems were encountered.  Overgrown paths, 
which I tried to clear to the best of my ability with the few hand 
tools I carry, but a few defeated me completely.  Tameside
should have a yearly path clearing programme for such
paths. Looking back at previous reports it appears a regular
problem on these paths.   A few very boggy areas, one of which has
appeared on the faults list for ten years without
Tameside taking any action with the landowner.
  I found three definitive line path changes by Tameside
that on consulting their paper definitivemaps had not
been entered on the map by the  use of a Definitive Map Modification
Order (DMMO) - FP32, FP74 and FP75.  On another, the landowner
had changed the line of FP19 for their own convenience.  I must
admit that it was a better line than the very boggy field 
churned up by horses.  Also problems were on the definitive
line of FP 98, where the stile into the wood was not on the definitive
line.  There were a number of waymarking problems. On the
obvious ones  such as at stiles I fixed waymarker discs.  
Photographs show the new FP89 stile and FP4 bridge.
Paul Easthope, Treasurer and Footpath Inspector

Trials and 
Tribulations

of a 
Footpath
Inspector



New Signposts, August to October - Two new signposts have
been installed, taking the total to 522.  They are: 
S595 at GR SD 94768 10325, at the top of Jordan Brow, 
Crompton Fold, Crompton FPs 30 and 35; in honour of Ida
Ashworth, founder and president of Oldham Wednesday
Walkers, whose members funded the sign.  Photograph by
Ted Wolfe
S597 at GR SK 07161 99420, at the back of Crowden campsite,
Tintwistle, Longdendale  on  FPs 15 and 23; IMO Neville “Nev”
McGraw; funded by our treasurer Paul Easthope.
Thanks to our editor Shirley Addy, seven signposts: 594, 598,
599, 601, 602, 603 and S604 are ready to be erected around the 
lower Ribble Valley and Bowland.  Access for S598 and S599 will 
require a prolonged dry spell.
S594 at SD 65371 36406, north of Stydd Manor farm, Ribchester
S598 at SD 68448 33648, at Ashes Farm, Copster Green, Ribble Valley
S599 at SD 67995 33286, at Ashes Farm, Copster Green, Ribble Valley
S601 and S602 at Pain Hill Farm, one mile west of Slaidburn
S603 and S604 at Little Snodworth, Wilpshire, north of Blackburn
S600 at Bickerton, suggested by footpath inspector John Alexander, has been delayed, but should 
be ready soon.
Thanks to Brian Parke, I am hoping for one or two new signs in Wingerworth, Chesterfield, as well 
as a thirteenth one in Ashover via member Richard  Felton.
Further suggestions by footpath inspectors are always welcome, especially for signs in “sign-free” 
rural parishes.
Maintenance - Three more signs have been shot-blasted, powder-coated and “highlighted”, prior 
to being fitted to new posts.  They are 141, 161 and 222.
S142 stands on the NW side of Shutlingsloe, on Wildboarclough 
FPs 23 and 37.  
S161 stands in front of Jenkin Chapel.  Its softwood post had been 
provided by CCC after it had been cut down by the BBC, who were 
filming the marriage scene for “Jane Eyre” at Jenkin Chapel.  It is 
in memory of Lil Almond from Canada.
S262 stands at Dam Side Farm, Peak Forest and, like 142, had 
fallen over.
My Access Database enables me to list our 522 signs in order of 
“Date Last Inspected”, so I have recently been in action inspecting 
neglected signposts.  Yesterday I went over to Thorpe Salvin near 
Worksop, where we have three signposts on the Cuckoo Way/
Chesterfield Canal.  S523 is only  100 m west of the Derbys/Notts 
boundary!  I also checked signs at Moscar, Aston (Rotherham), 
Holmesfield and Owler Bar.  In August I got up to Low Gill, Wray 
to check two signs, while I was checking locations for 601 and 
602 at Slaidburn.
Memorial Plaques - On 15 August a plaque was fixed to S510 
in Hope Woodlands by Bill Buckley and myself in memory of his 
dear wife Margaret, who repainted remote S247 for us at the 
head of William Clough.  
David Morton, Signpost Officer

Signpost Report
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Parish Notes ~ Whaley Bridge  
 
On 1 August 2019 the emergency at 
Toddbrook Reservoir put Whaley Bridge on 
everyone’s map. Three months later, the 
dam is still under investigation and the 
pumps are still in place, but it’s more or less 
business as usual in the town and people 
are trying to look forward rather than back.  
 Whaley Bridge remains a busy little 
town of about 6,000 residents. Set on the 
edge of the Peak District National Park, it is 
known as the gateway to the Goyt Valley. 
With excellent bus and train services, a bike 
shop, arts and crafts, antiques and plenty of 
cafés, pubs and restaurants, it is a hub for 
walkers and cyclists. You can set off from 
Whaley in any direction and find routes to 
suit all interests and levels of fitness – hill 
and moorland, river valleys, farmland, 
bridleways or woodland walks. The Peak 
Forest canal towpath offers a level, 
accessible route that can take you to the 
historic basin at Buxworth or the locks at 
Marple, while a network of footpaths leads 
up into the surrounding hills. The Midshires 
Way, Goyt Way and Peak District Boundary 
Walk also converge on the town. 
 Everywhere you go around Whaley 
Bridge, the past is there to rediscover. Since 
mediaeval times, the meeting of the rivers 
made it a place where trade routes crossed: 
for silk or salt, stone or coal, livestock or 
grain. The Industrial Revolution brought 
large-scale textile manufacture to the town, 
with the cotton mills taking advantage of 
water power from the rivers. The canal 
opened in 1800, the railway in 1832 and the 
mills were going strong well into the 1960s. 
In the 19th and early 20th centuries, 
Whaley Bridge was a much busier working 
town than it is now though in those days the 
traffic was horse-drawn and any congestion 
would be caused by herding sheep rather 
than double-parking cars.  People worked at 
the mills, the mines and quarries, the canal 
wharves, the farms, and all the associated 
industries such as dyeing, smithying or 

railway engineering, and the streets were 
bustling with all the shops anyone could 
need, from clog-makers to corn merchants. 
You can trace the history of the town in 
features such as the transhipment 
warehouse, the old railway tracks, the 
cobbles and ginnels and street names.  
 The welcome you get in Whaley’s pubs 
or cafés when you arrive is only the start. 
You need a map and walking boots and as 
many days as you can spare to explore the 
area. 
Judy Brown 
 
This article is part of a series of Parish Notes 
which will be published both on the website and 
in future editions of the magazine.  Readers who 
would like to contribute are encouraged to 
contact Mel Bale at webmaster@pnfs.org.uk. 
 
 

French Walkers' Rights 
The Club Vosgien seems to be the French 
answer to walkers’ rights.  You may know of it 
already, but if you don’t, here is a link (see 
below) sent to me by a member of the public 
who recently wrote to me about PNFS signs 
that have gone missing over the years and are 
no longer listed on our website.  He lives near 
Owler Bar and coincidentally spotted me on 
my tour of inspection last week.  He may come 
to Taylor House at some point to look at our 
records. 
 The tab on their website 
https://www.club-vosgien.eu dealing with 
signs is called “le balisage”, which also can 
mean beacons, buoys and runway lights.  
According to Wikipedia the club’s head office 
is in Strasbourg.  It was founded in 1872, when 
I imagine it was under Prussian occupation.  
Its first chairman was Curt Mundel, whose 
guidebook was in German.  It has 111 local 
branches and about 34,000 members!  I 
wonder if it was known to our founding 
fathers in 1894 when PNFS was formed. 
David Morton, Signpost Officer 
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15 January (note third Wednesday) - 
Leader: David Hurrell  (0114 288 474).  
Edale circular, 7 miles, 600 ft ascent; 
Manchester Piccadilly 09:41 or Sheffield 
10:14; walk starts Edale station 10:50 
12 February - Leader: Martin Riley (01706 
848408).  Failsworth  Metro to Bowker Vale 
Metro 7 miles; walk starts Failsworth Metro 
11:00 
11 March - Leader Dave Rigby (01484 
846412).  Greenfield circular, 7 miles, 
some hills; Manchester Piccadilly 10:17 
or Huddersfield 10:28; walk starts 
Greenfield station 10:50
8 April - Leader: Tony Littler
(01270 587956, mob 07812 069869).  
Congleton circular via The Cloud, 8 miles, 
steep in parts; Manchester Piccadilly 09:44; 
walk starts Congleton  station
10:30
13 May - Leader:  Ross Myddleton  
(07941 547378).   Details to follow in 
next Signpost and on website

29 January - Leader: Martin Riley (01706 
848408).  Linear walk Diggle to Greenfield, 
10 miles/ 1,200 ft ascent, includes infamous 
Saddleworth FP55; Manchester Piccadilly 
09:58 to Greenfield, also Manchester 
Victoria 09:52, change Stalybridge, then bus 
356 at 10:45 to Diggle; walk starts 11:00 
Diggle bus interchange
26 February - Leader: Tony Littler (0781 
206 9869).  Broadbottom circular, 10 
miles/1,300 ft ascent; Manchester Piccadilly 
09:33; walk starts Broadbottom railway 
station 10:00
25 March - Leader: Phil Gadsby (0161 748 
5757).  Linear walk Horwich to Wigan, 10 
miles moderate; Manchester Piccadilly 
09:57; walk starts Horwich Parkway railway 
station 10:30
29 April - Leader: Bill Minshall (0751 892 
6031).  Alderley Edge circular walk, 10 
miles/1,200 ft ascent; Manchester Piccadilly 
09:30; walk starts Alderley Edge railway 
station 10:20
27 May - Leaders: David Hurrell (0114 
288 6474) and Dianne Fortescue (07796 
954 930).  Grindleford circular walk 10 
miles/1,000 ft ascent  including  Carl Wark 
and Higger Tor; Manchester Piccadily 09:42 
(arrive 10:43) or from Sheffield 10:14 
(arrive 10:29); walk starts Grindleford 
railway station 10:45

Short Walks
John Fisher, Walks Co-ordinator

Longer Walks
David Bratt, Walks Co-ordinator

Walks for PNFS Members

Photograph  by Peter Gunn from September’s longer 
walk from Tutbury to Uttoxeter.  The scene is the 
memorial to the 1944 Faulds, Staffordshire explosion 
when over 3,000 tons of MOD bombs blew up.

All walks are on Wednesdays - Please check all train times and pnfs.org.uk for any updates

August  longer walk group led by Dave Rigby.  
Taken by Peter Gunn, the photograph features an 
unusual statue near Diggle.
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Mostest of the Most Signs
It is waymarking gone mad!  This is at Eastham Woods country park on the 
Wirral in 2013.  Looks like the gate is not really necessary.
Martin Riley, Member


