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REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31ST. 1910. 

__ __...,... .. ~---
The Council herewith present the .\nnual Report of 

the Society for the year U)IO. 

This year has seen a large increase in the work of the 
Society and a fairly large access of ne\\' members. 
Perhaps the most satisfactor_1· part about the new 
member;; is that the Societ.v is receiving affiliation fees 
from \·arious pedes.trian and other Societies. The:· are 
particularly pleased to have now affiliated to them the 
:IIanchester Rambling Club (and for the current year the 

Ruc:.::sack Club). and trust that the example set by 
the~e C 1 u bs will be followed by all walking club:=; 
::; Le ne1ghbc·urhood. It has often been a matter for 
reBectJ•:>lJ that a Societ:· n:isting solely in the interests 
c,( pedestrian:; should nc•t ha\·e the s.upport of all clubs 
and bodies formed for this pastime. They hope in the 
future to have behind them the united support of all 
ramblers, whether individuals or clubs; the strength 
ii·hich would thus be given to the Societ:· would be most 
\·aluable in its work. 

The Society always. does a good deal of unobtrusive 
\\·ork in dealing with questions and giving advice to all 
enquirers, whether members or not. At the last Annual 
:\Ieeting it was suggested that the Report s.houlcl contain 
a complete statement of all the work clone by the 
Society. This ha;; not been found practicable, not onl_1' 
because of the volume, but also because some of the 
matters dealt with by the Society are submitted to them 
in confidence, and it would not be desirable to gi\·e the 
details of these in the Report. A few of the principal 
matters dealt with are mentioned next. 



R-\1\. E\YELL RCR.-\ L DISTl\ICT COC~CIL. 

In the last Report the Coun cil ha d occasion tu cow ­

:ncnt on the attitude of the Ba kewell Rural Di str ict 
Council with reg a rd to th ei r opposi tion to th e pla cing of 

the Socie t \· 's Footpath Pl ate:; on t he road s ides under 
the1r cuutrol. The Society take th1s uppor tumt:· d 
expres sing tl! e ir pleasure that sa tisfa c ton · arra llge­

me nts ha\·e been made w1 t il thi s Counc il , whose chs tr ic t 

comprises a Yery large tract of the Society's operation:,: , 
fc>r effectuating this import a nt bran ch of the ir work. four 
pos ts wi ll s hort] \' he e rec ted, and o thers as '->ccasi(:.n 

sl wuld require. It is. lll (>S t s ati o-J<u :to r:· hi the Sc•uet:· 
t o ha\·e estabk;hed s<ltJ s fact,,n· rclati<• lb w1th t!E" 

bocl:·, an d the\· t a ke th 1c: '·'J!P'-· r tunn: ,, f te,.ctih ing to the 
prompt nes,; wit l1 \\·hic ll t! 1e latter t,.r_i],; t ile lll iltter up. 

DOLTOR'S li ,-\ TE. 

rhi ,; long-sta nding di spute has oc cupled the <ttleil ­

tJC•ll r:>f the Coun ci l contmuous.ly during th e p<! .'-'t : ·ea r. 
,-\ for ma l inspec tion of the path wa.;; m;1de b\ them in 

July, and ~ ubsequcutl:', at the reques t of t!1e <• 1\' ller, an 

in ten iew took p lac e at (;]os:-;op Ha ll. The C•) Ull cil 

reg ret, IJO\\'e\·e r, to ha\·e to repo rt that th e . ·ll'!lt'r has 

de clined to recogmse t he rights of the publi c t·' t•,a1·er:se 
t:ns road. The ( 'r.-)uncil ha\·e the n1atter uud er t~1c:r \·ery 
:;erinu s t:0ns ide ra t iou. 

STRI~ES fO ~ARPLE FOOTPATH 

,-\n •:>bstruction t o this pa th, which has k> 11g been 

t.hought to be a public one , has taken pla ce. There has 
been corresponden ce 1vith the land owner <llld 1lb agent, 
h ut no sat isfacton· conclu si(Jll has ;·e t bee n arri1·ed at . 
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L\ THI~IL D.-\LE. 

Tile Council rccci\·cd a n intimat ion, which was also 
la rgely made klJC> \\"11 ill t:1e Pre ~;; . that t he owner bad 
made a demand fo r a perElY tdl ·: n a ll ,,-ho passed along 
this path o n E as te r \ I: :~-~ : a ::. T 1e C•\\· ner ,,·as communi­
cated ,,·it!l, a nd :1• ;; c-:·:Hen t:•)n is tl1a t a lthough the 
public ha '. ·e llc'-·er :)ee;l e :--.:duded fr om the dale, ~- e t the 
C·\Yner ;1a::; n e •.-e r dedica ted the path to them. .-\ppar­
e:J t ]Y t>e rig:1t t·:· a toll is c•nh· cl a imed on one day in the 
year. The C<:•un cil haYe hardl_v sufficient informatio n to 
enabl e th em to cl o anythillg furth er. 

WILLL\:VfS' C:LOUGH. 

V en· e:-;:tens i\·e operations h a ,-e been required to 
m ake good the d a mage done by fr os ts and winter r a ins . 
T he grea t numbers who use this path in the summer 
compl etely j u:o t ify the e A:.or ts of the Society to secure 
the wa lk fo r the public, a nd it is hoped that an increas­
ing number of these will come to r ealise tha t but for the 
cl c tion of the Soc ie t\· they would not haYe had thi s ·walk. 

PTCK.\IERE. 

La s t ::> umm er tll e Cuun cil, thoug h h<ning L <:• 111 krest 
m it, had cognisance •J f a p rosec ut ion t•J r reill'.' ' iiJg 
c-b ;;tructions in th is. neigh b •J ur ho·~·d . .-\ ~ a re31.dt th e 
So ciet~ - rec ei'.·ed an -Afer fr ·:•m th e a ge:1t .:-f · ~·ne ,:of the 
G\\· n e· ~ (• t <l' l i:Jtc r':ie,,- ;~: ·· r :~ 1 e r to :l.~ce rtam exa cth- ,,·hat 
t:1e n g '1t:c _: : ::,: :_ •.: · -:: - ,._.,,,e · ·:J t::a t p a rt ic ular e s t a te, 

:; nd an im·:ta':: :l : _ :: re :- :-11 an:· ]X•mts of diffi culty. 
Althoug h so far r::e :n ~e ·· ·· : e\,. :1as no t yet taken place , the 
Council welcorn e t: -, e : ;-;er :' s <w\\"ing a di s tinct ch a nge 
in the a ttitude d mm..l d landowners towards the 

Societ:,-•. ::\eedles,; to s a~· . in ca ;;e of diffi cu lty the offer 
;,vould be willing ly ma de tl se of. 



MAPS. 

In accordance with a reoolution passed sc·me years 
ago tha t the ordnance maps in the posses sion of t he 
Society should be placed where the public could see 
them, th e Council are glad to be able to s tate tha t owing 
to the courtesy of the 'Ma nager of The Jfanr:hedet City 
1Ye1cs thi s has now become poss ible, and 14 ma ps, 
mostly on the 6-inch :>cale, are now on \'iew in thei r new 
prem1ses m St rutt Stree t, iVIanches ter. 

CITY OF :-L\KCHESTER 

The Council a re glad to report that the .\Ianchester 
Corpora tion ha s prepared for public use a record of all 
the public foo tpa ths with in it s boundaries. T his i3 
accessible for inspection by anyone at the Town H a ll. 
It is to be hoped that the example set by our own city 
may be followed b~· a s imilar ac tion on the part of ail 
local authorities . It ca nnot be too often emphas ized 
that the local authority is the custodian of the rig ht s of 
the public. If thi s were more wide ! ~· known the \Y ork of 
the Society would be grea t!~ · s treng thened. 

KIRKHAl\I . 

The Society were consulted, and ga,·e ach1c e , o: l a 
footpath which had been improperly ob s tru cted. b ut llJ 

information a s to the result ha 3 reached them . 

KESWICK. 

A d eputation from the Societ~ · inspec ted slwotElg 
ob:> tructions at Derwentvvater. The~· repe>rtecl t o the 
Society that in their opinion the public ri ght~ \Wre inte r­
fered with, and the matte r is no1\· under consice ration. 
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The preservation of game IS still thought more 

important in all parts of the country than public rights, 
and until the public, more e;:;pecially local inhabitants, 
bes.tir themselves, they \Yill in time be depri,·ecl of access 
to familiar spots. 

The abm·e matters are sc•me c· f t ~ 1e more important 
that ha,-e been dealt \Yith during he year. For the rest, 

the Society has, and is always, ,,-illing to render any 
sernce. Perhaps in the future it;; work may become 
more educational ; at present the more popular concep­
tion of the Society is its combative moods. 

With, however, a better and more widely-known kno\Y­
ledge of the rights and obligations of the public, and the 
remedies given to any body of inhabitants, it is thought 
that more and more pressure could be applied to local 
gov-erning bodies to carry out the duties entrusted to 

them by the State. This the Society feels to be of the 
utmost importance, and to this end its advice is always 
gtven. There are s.igns of more being done in this 
direction, and any help, advice, or encouragement that 
is required, the Society will gladly and freely give. 

RIGHTS OF \V.'\ Y BILL. 

Your Council feel that they mus t draw the attention 
of the members to Lord Eversley's Bill intituled as above. 
This Bill proposes to clear up conflicting judicial 
methods of deciding on the public dedication of a foot­
path by substituting as a test 40 years' user, and so 
assimilating the law of public right to the law of private 
easement. This Bill has three times obtained a second 
reading in the House of Commons, and on the las.t occa­
s.ion passed the Grand Committee, but from lack of time 
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- ~'::: gc•t no further. It has now been introdu ced in the 
H.:.use of Lords , a nd 35 it s chances of becomin g law 
lepend on t he interest aroused, your Counc il recom­

;·;1encl th e members of the Society to do all thev can to 
iCnsure its becomin g law. 

LIST OF ATTENDANCES OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL. 

Number of Meetings, 1910 to 1911 
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